
Editorial

India – a country of contrasts and con-
tradictions: on the one hand people liv-
ing in extreme backwardness, illiteracy
and poverty, on the other hand an edu-
cated and skilled elite at the front of the
world’s technological developments.
India – a country of superlatives: one of
the oldest cultures in the world, one of
the world’s most populous countries
with one of its biggest cities, some of the
world’s highest mountains and the
world’s greatest temperature extremes.
India – a country full of mystery, which is
barely known to millions of people in the
Western world, a country which is thus
difficult to grasp and comprehend.
The sheer size and the vast potential of
this country allow the conclusion that it
will doubtlessly play a decisive role in in-
ternational politics together with the
worldwide economic and cultural devel-
opments of the coming years.
All these factors as well as a growing in-
terest in India among German educa-
tionalists have contributed to the deci-
sion to publish an EBU edition focused
on India, although we are fully aware
that it is impossible to do justice to the
various facets of this country on 40 print-
ed pages.
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WEBSITES

http://goidirectory.nic.in/
The Government of India Directory of
Official Websites: a comprehensive di-
rectory providing links to websites of In-
dian political institutions, various Indian
organizations, Indian embassies and
educational institutions (schools, uni-
versities).

www.meadev.nic.in
The website of the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs offers a large variety of
topical information and background
material.

www.arundhatiroy.org.uk
“The unofficial Arundhati Roy website”
presents information about the author’s
life and her publications.

www.canterbury.nsw.gov.au/
library/resource/india.htm
“India in Fiction”: a list of reviews includ-
ing Indian writers and non-Indians writ-
ing about Indian themes, e.g. Anita 
Desai, Hanif Kureishi, Rohinton Mistry,
Arundhati Roy, Vikram Seth.

LITERATURE

Rohinton Mistry, Family Matters
(Faber)
One of India’s greatest living novelists;
a strong old-fashioned novel about
modern Bombay telling the story of
three generations of a Parsi family.

David Davidar, The House of Blue
Mangoes (Orion)
Epic tale of India charting nearly 50
years of the Dorai family; it follows the
lives of three generations through caste
conflicts, two world wars and the ongo-
ing struggle for independence from
British rule.

Hari Kunzru, The Impressionist
(Penguin)
The author’s first novel: at the turn of the
20th century, Pran Nath, son and heir to

a wealthy money-lender, is brought up in
luxury, his pale skin a sign of superior
caste; but when it is discovered that his
real father was an Englishman, he is cast
from the household in shame.

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, The
Vine of Desire (Abacus)
The novel is about women and the ties
that bind them to the country of their
birth – in this case India. It is also a love
story.

Ruchir Joshi, The Last Jet-Engine
Laugh (Flamingo)
First novel by the author (film-maker):
the novel is a very visual panorama part
historical, part imaginary of the devel-
opment of India from the 1930s to the
2030s.

SUGGESTIONS FOR
CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

Indian schools online
The fact that a large number of schools
in India present themselves in the 
internet gives the teachers and pupils
the opportunity to learn more about
education in India. As more and more
schools in Europe, particularly in Ger-
many, use this medium to provide in-
formation about themselves, a compar-
ison between different schools in 
Europe/Germany and India might be an
interesting and motivating activity. The
following websites can be used to gain
access to secondary schools in India:

www.indiaedu.com/secondary
www.ispsquash.com/SchoolsIn
IndiaLink.htm
www.searchindia.com/search/Edu
cation/Schools/index.shtml

Examples of individual schools:
www.dpsvasantkunj.com (Delhi
Public School)
w w w. g e o c i t i e s . c o m / To k y o /
Towers/1685/cps/cps.htm (Chil-
dren’s Paradise School)
http://hpsk.freeyellow.com (Hima-
laya Public School)

THE AUTHORS
OF THIS EBU EDITION

Monika Bremicker has been teach-
ing English and German at a Real-
schule in Wuppertal for over 20 years.
Publications: 1999 Teaching material
on Rosso, The Australian Connection
and Betrayed (Cornelsen). Since the
year 2000 she has been a regular con-
tributor to Englisch betrifft uns.

Paul Davenport is a graduate of St.
Francis Xavier University (Nova Scotia,
Canada). For over ten years he has
been a regular contributor to journals
for teachers of English. The main focus
of this work has been creative writing
and modern English literature. In the
recent past he has turned to writing fic-
tion and has written two readers for
the “Teen Readers” series: Wolf Watch
(2001) and Snakeman (2002).

Dieter Düwel and Jennifer von der
Grün both teach at Ernst-Barlach-Gym-
nasium in Castrop-Rauxel. Publica-
tions: Teaching material for Sekun-
darstufe II (London – A Changing Met-
ropolis, Cornelsen English Senior Li-
brary; Viewfinder Media and Viewfind-
er Special, Langenscheidt-Longman);
advisors for Camden Town, Diester-
weg; regular contributions to Englisch
betrifft uns.

Dr. Lucille Grindhammer (Univer-
sität Hamburg, Institut für Anglistik
und Amerikanistik) has been develop-
ing English language teaching materi-
als primarily on American women’s lit-
erature, filmed literary works, and Hol-
lywood films for the last 25 years, but
has also published materials on Scot-
land, Harry Potter, Australia, and now
India.

Martina Peters-Hilger is a teacher at
Städtisches Goethe-Gymnasium Stol-
berg, a school with a bi-lingual stream.
She is a contributor to Englisch betrifft
uns.

Reinhold Wandel (Otto-von-Gue-
ricke-Universität Madgeburg, Institut
für fremdsprachliche Philologien): for
several years he worked as an English
teacher at grammar schools in Berlin
and for the DAAD in the Far East. Today
he is a lecturer for Fachdidaktik Eng-
lisch at the University of Magdeburg
and is particularly interested in the cre-
ative aspects of work on literature and
intercultural learning. He is co-author
of Fundgrube des handlungsorientier-
ten Englischunterrichts and editor of
the “India” edition of the publication
Unterricht Englisch (Heft 50).
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