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Editorial

India - a country of contrasts and con-
tradictions: on the one hand people liv-
ing in extreme backwardness, illiteracy
and poverty, on the other hand an edu-
cated and skilled elite at the front of the
world’s technological developments.
India - a country of superlatives: one of
the oldest cultures in the world, one of
the world’'s most populous countries
with one of its biggest cities, some of the
world’s highest mountains and the
world’s greatest temperature extremes.
India - a country full of mystery, which is
barely known to millions of people in the
Western world, a country which is thus
difficult to grasp and comprehend.

The sheer size and the vast potential of
this country allow the conclusion that it
will doubtlessly play a decisive role in in-
ternational politics together with the
worldwide economic and cultural devel-
opments of the coming years.

All these factors as well as a growing in-
terest in India among German educa-
tionalists have contributed to the deci-
sion to publish an EBU edition focused
on India, although we are fully aware
that it is impossible to do justice to the
various facets of this country on 40 print-
ed pages.
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